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MAKING FRIENDS 


HEN the gates were closed at the New 
York World’s Fair last fall, a total of 
eight million people had visited the General 
Electric exhibit. We like to believe that these 
people went back to their homes with a more 


complete understanding of the problems that 
face the electrical industry. 


And because, as the old saying goes, “a man 


is down on what he’s not up on,” we believe 
that it’s logical to conclude that these eight 


million people feel more friendly toward the 


industry. 


For example, your domestic customer, Mr. 


Smith, saw man-made lightning flash and 
heard it crack. Now, when his lights dim 
momentarily during an electric storm, he 
knows that there are men behind the scenes 
who have studied this outlaw of nature and 
know how to cope with it. 


One of the purposes of all General Electric 
exhibits, including the numerous House of 
Magic units, is to guide the people of this 
country to a better understanding of the whole 
electrical industry, and through this method, 
to gain their friendship and good will. We 
feel that work of this kind is profitable to you 
as well as to us. 
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Duquesne Light to Add 
80,000-Hp. Unit to Plant 


President Phillips says that James H. Reed station on Brunot 
Island will be enlarged to accommodate new generating unit 
— Company will spend $16,000,000 on new construction 


Duquesne Light Co. will inaugurate 
an extensive $16,000,000 construction 
program this year which will include 
a new 80,000-hp. generating unit at the 
James H. Reed power station on Bru- 
not Island. 

Frank R. Phillips, president, stated 
that the addition of this new steam 
turbine generator will increase the 
total generating capacity of the system 
to 752,000 hp. and will provide all 
demands anticipated in the near future. 
The cost of the turbine alone and its 
auxiliary equipment is expected to 
reach $5,000,000. 


Enlarge Station 


The Reed power station will be en- 
larged to take care of the turbine gene- 
rator, which will be substantially the 
same as the two units that are now 
operating, Mr. Phillips said. The first 
unit was completed in 1930 and the 
second was placed in service on Decem- 
ber 14, 1938. Because of improved 
business conditions in the Pittsburgh 
area, particularly during recent months, 
Mr. Phillips said, “we felt it advis- 
able to advance our expansion program 
and place the order for a new unit 
immediately.” 

The regular construction budget for 
1940 includes other items such as ex- 
tensions to substations, high-voltage 
line extensions, additional distribution 
facilities and increased transformer 
capacity throughout the system. An 
even larger amount will be expended 


in 1941 for the same class of work, 
Mr. Phillips declared. 

In order to supply coal for the addi- 
tional generating capacity, the company 
will install new mining machinery in 
the coal mines at Harwick and War- 
wick, and it will be necessary to com- 
plete a new coal tipple at the Warwick 
mine, costing approximately $500,000. 

Mr. Phillips pointed out that the 
80,000-hp. turbine generator unit has 
been purchased from Westinghouse 


Electric & Manufacturing Co. in Pitts- 
burgh, and, where possible, all mate- 
rials used in the entire expansion pro- 
gram will be purchased in the Pitts- 
burgh district. 


Southwestern Power 
Region Is Proposed 


A new public power system in the 
southwestern region of the United 
States to develop 5,000,000 hp. has been 
proposed to the Federal Power Com- 
mission. 

A preliminary permit for a vast sys- 
tem of projects on the Colorado, Little 
Colorado, Verde and Williams Rivers is 
being sought in an application filed on 
behalf of the state of Arizona. The pur- 
pose of the system is to develop the 
power for markets in Arizona, Cali- 





TO GET NEW UNIT—View of the James H. Reed power station on Brunot Island in the 
Ohio River near Pittsburgh, where a new 80,000-hp. generating unit will be added as 
part of the $16,000,000 bvilding program of Duquesne Light Co. 
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APPLIANCE DISPLAY—Metropolitan Electrical League’s co-operative display of elec- 
trical appliances in Boston Edison’s office building has attracted more than 5,000 
visitors since December 1. Products of 50 manufacturers are displayed 





fornia, Colorado, New Mexico and 
Utah, and to furnish additional water 
for existing irrigation projects and to 
develop a water supply for irrigating 
4,455,000 acres of additional Arizona 
land. 


SEC Approves Bonds 
of Consumers Power 


In a three-way decision which avoided 
disposal of the highly controversial 
question of whether the Holding Com- 
pany Act requires competitive bidding 
in the marketing of utility securities, 
the SEC last week authorized Consum- 
ers Power Co. to issue $18,594,000 of 
a proposed $28,594,000 of 314 per cent 
bonds, due 1969, and sell 125,000 
shares of common stock at $28.25 to 
Commonwealth & Southern. The SEC 
held that the $10,000,000 of financing 
to reimburse the treasury for expendi- 
tures should be financed by sale of 
common stock instead of bonds. 

Commissioners George C. Mathews 
and Robert E. Healy joined with Chair- 
man Jerome N. Frank to render the 
majority opinion. Commissioners Leon 
Henderson and Edward C. Eicher 
wrote a minority opinion, with Mr. 
Frank joining in certain of the views. 

This decision is significant since it 
held that new financing should be done 
by the sale of common stock instead 
of bonds, although a good price could 
be obtained for the bonds. The SEC 
ruled that the sale of stock to the 
parent was exempt under the act, but 
a ruling may be made in the future to 
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clarify this point and bring it under 
commission jurisdiction. 

Competitive bidding came in for wide 
discussion and it was indicated that 
this practice may be considered more 
fully by the commission. 

This week Morgan Stanley & Co. 
and Bonbright & Co. publicly offered 
the $18,594,000 of 314 per cent bonds 
at 105% with net to the utility of 10344. 
The bonds immediately went to a pre- 
mium. 


Supreme Court Upholds 
NLRB in Utility Election 


In one of three decisions relating to 
the powers of the National Labor Re- 
lations Board, the United States Su- 
preme Court held in the Consumers 
Power case that the lower court had no 
right to review a proposed election “and 
in effect to supervise the manner in 
which it shall . . . be conducted.” 

The NLRB held an election at which 
1,072 employees voted for an AFL 
union and 1,164 voted for a CIO union. 
The board called a run-off election at 
which only the CIO union was on the 
ballot. The AFL union successfully at- 
tacked the procedure in the Circuit 
Court of Appeals. 

’ 


Adequate Wiring Program 


West Penn Power Co. proposes dur- 
ing the year to change and enlarge 
its adequate wiring program to include 
the large existing home field. 
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Consolidated Edison 
Ends Sales Campaign 


Total sales in the recently concluded 
campaign conducted by Consolidated 
Edison Co. of New York on the 1940 
General Electric radio-phonograph com- 
bination amounted to 100,033 units, 
according to E. F. Jeffe, vice-president. 

Mr. Jeffe said that the manufacturer 
reports that this is the iargest number 
of radio-phonograph combinations ever 
sold in a similar period not only by one 
manufacturer but by all manufacturers 
in the country combined. 

Last year the system companies and 
their co-operating dealers sold 230,609 
radios in a combination package cam- 
paign in the same territory. “This would 
seem to indicate,” Mr. Jeffe said, “that 
our customers will buy the things they 
want if they are attractively priced and 
under deferred-payment plans that 
come within their income.” 

Consolidated Edison sold the a.c. 
model for $23 cash, $24.50 deferred 
payment and the d.c. model for $26.50 
cash and $28 deferred payment. General 
Electric has now priced the set at 
$59.95. 


FPC Issues Report 
on Electric Bills 


A comprehensive 73-page report on 
average electric bills for all classes of 
service throughout the United States 
has been published by the Federal 
Power Commission. The new report, 
which is entitled “Average Electric 
Bills—1939,” summarizes the data re- 
cently published by the commission in 
a series of state reports which showed 
typical net monthly bills as of January 
1, 1939, for residential, commercial and 
industrial electric services. The report 
is illustrated with 33 charts and maps 
and copies are for sale by the commis- 
sion at 10 cents each. 

The new publication provides a basis 
for measuring the differences in aver- 
age electric bills as between states, 
geographical divisions, community size 
groups and publicly and privately 
owned utilities, as well as for deter- 
mining the general irend of. residential 
electric rates from 1935 to 1939. 


Utilities Power & Light 


Federal Judge William H. Holly has 
signed the final. order confirming the 
plan of reorganization of Utilities 
Power & Light which provides for the 
transfer of the company’s assets to the 
Ogden Corp. This terminates the legal 
existence of the company. 
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TVA Power Program Puts 
Agency on Paying Basis 


Report of 1939 fiscal year shows net income of $1,478,000 after 
expenses and depreciation — Sees need for additional capacity 
as sales gain — Revenue hits $1,250,000 a month 


The Tennessee Valley Authority’s 
power program during the fiscal year 
ended June 30, 1939, “rounded into an 
established enterprise,” with power rev- 
enues more than doubled over the pre- 
vious fiscal year, according to the an- 
nual report. The report showed that 
power operations had not only reached 
a paying basis but that the “net ex- 
pense” for the first five years of devel- 
opment had been absorbed. Revenues 
now total $1,250,000 a month. 

The power program earned a net in- 
come of $1,948,000 after depreciation 
of $1,503,000, but before deducting com- 
mon expenses allocable thereto, and a 
net income of $1,478,000 after deduct- 
ing common expenses which included 
additional depreciation of $232,000. 


Earns $399,000 


This net income was sufficient to ab- 
sorb the net expenses of $584,000 (net 
of interest earned) carried forward 
from the power operations of the five 
previous years, the report stated, leaving 
a net income for the six months ended 
June 30, 1939, of $894,000. For the 
fiscal year 1939 the power program 
earned $399,000 in excess of all ex- 
penses incurred for navigation, flood 
control and power programs .. . of 
which $2,245,000 was depreciation. 

For the 1939 fiscal year total rev- 
enues of the power program totaled 
$5,507,000 and power sales were 1,618,- 
000,000 kw.-hr. For the first five months 
of the 1940 fiscal year power sales to- 
taled 1,405,000,000 kw.-hr., producing 
$5,622,000 of revenue. 


340,000 Customers 


After the purchase of the properties 
of the Tennesee Electric Power Co. on 
August 16, 1939, the number of cus- 
tomers using TVA power was brought 
to 340,000, as against 128,000 as of 
June 30, 1939, and 42,000 at the end of 
the 1938 fiscal year. Power was sold 
at wholesale during the year to 40 mu- 
nicipalities and 22 co-operative associa- 
tions, to five large industrial consumers 
and to six privately owned utilities, 
principally Alabama Power and Arkan- 
sas Power & Light. The TEPCO pur- 
chase brought to 22 the purchases of 
privately owned utility sytems in which 
TVA bought transmission lines and gen- 
erating stations and municipalities and 
co-operatives purchased the distribution 
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systems. The total purchase price, the 
TVA reports, including a small amount 
for gas and water properties bought 
by some municipalities, approximated 
$110,000,000. 


Needs More Capacity 


“Far from creating a large surplus 
of electricity, as had been predicted 
when the TVA was created,” the report 
stated, “the additional power made 
available by the Authority has been ab- 
sorbed into the valley region and it now 
appears that growing power demands 
will require new generating capacity 
in addition to that which has been sup- 
plied by the Authority plus that which 
is planned in the ten-dam system for 
control of the Tennessee River.” 

Purchase of TEPCO properties 
brought installed capacity of TVA to 
719,000 kw., including 50,000 kw. 
leased plant at Memphis, 225,000 kw. 
in plants acquired from TEPCO and 
the installation of the first of three 
24,000-kw. units at Guntersville Dam. 

Residential consumers of TVA power 
used an average of 1,179 kw.-hr. during 
the year and paid an average price of 
2.14 cents per kilowatt-hour. The report 
of about 500 private electric appliance 


dealers showed total residential appli- 
ance sales to consumers of TVA power 
of $3,688,000. The total for the last 
two fiscal years was $5,300,000. 


May Questions TVA 
Accounting Basis 


Representative A. J. May, chair- 
man of the military affairs committee, 
charged that TVA manipulated the 
accounting basis in its annual report 
to show a “spurious” profit on opera- 
tions. He said that the object of TVA 
was to demonstrate whether electric 
rates are fair and reasonable, and if, 
instead, it can be demonstrated that 
the TVA avoids comparable require- 
ments placed on private industry, 
“then the only justification for the 
TVA power program is destroyed.” 

“As a matter of common fairness 
to the tax-paying public, some expla- 
nation is due in view of the impression 
created by the annual report that TVA 
at last is out of the red and beginning 
to pay its way. The report is a glowing 
success story.designed to induce public 
and congressional approval of more 
extravagant expenditures at a _ time 
when economy should be the watchword 
of every Congressman.” 

Mr. May pointed to the allocation 
of power costs and the tax displace- 
ment. He said that TVA proposes to 
pay in lieu of taxes “a mere $610,000,” 
while the private utility companies in 
Tennessee displaced had paid $4,800,- 
000 annually. 





TVA POWER—Installing the wheel and shaft in generating unit No. 1 at the power 
house at Guntersville Dam, This assembly weighs 220 tons. Initial installation of 
equipment at the project provides a capacity of 72,000 kw. 
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Congress Hopper to Get 


New Power Proposals 


Action will be sought on new plants and extension of government 
projects — Rep. Rankin opposes government-private utility 
partnership in power grid — Will seek cut in rates 


Congress will be called upon to 
take action on several electric power 
proposals during the present  ses- 
sion. Some will be appropriations to 
augment flood control and irrigation 
projects for the installation of generat- 
ing equipment, others will be in the 
nature of more money for REA and 
for new power projects. 

Representative John FE. Rankin 
(Dem., of Miss.) intends to see that 
Congress gives careful consideration 
to the creation of a Niagara River 
Authority for the construction and 
operation of the proposed St. Lawrence 
seaway and hydro-electric project. 
This authority would be much the same 
as the TVA and would have complete 
control of the St. Lawrence project, 
leaving the New York State Power 
Authority but a shell and its main 
duty to encourage customers to use 
more electricity and to spur public 
ownership. 


Opposes Partnership 


Mr. Rankin said that he was opposed 
to any plan whereby public power 
would be distributed over private util- 
ity systems. He would have the author- 


ity construct and operate its own trans- 
mission system through the heart of 
New York State down to New York 
City, selling power to municipalities 
and public agencies to distribute to 
customers. He would compete with 
private utilities or purchase their facili- 
ties. 

At the present time Mr. Rankin is 
making an exhaustive study of electric 
rates throughout the country and will 
offer them to Congress for considera- 
tion when considering power measures 
to be introduced. He expects to make 
much of the TVA situation and its 
rates in comparison with those pre- 
vailing elsewhere. 

Discussing the work of the new Na- 
tional Power Policy Committee, of 
which Secretary Ickes is chairman, and 
its conferences with private utilities, 
Mr. Rankin said that he was inform- 
ing members of the committee that 
there should be no joint government- 
private utility partnership in construct- 
ing a transmission grid in the indus- 
trial East to connect with centers in 
the Middle West. He said that the 
government should build mouth-of- 
mines steam plants and distribute the 





a 





PARK STATION—View of construction now in progress on the new Park hydro station 
of Virginia Electric & Power Co., which will use water from the old James River and 
Kanawha Canal, originally constructed by George Washington. This station will be 
semi-automatic and consist of 2,100-kw. generator driven by a Kaplan wheel 
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power over its own network for sale 
to cities, public agencies, government 
buildings, CCC camps, navy yards and 
army posts. 

Present indications are that there 
will be no letup by Mr. Rankin in his 
opposition to the utilities. He expects 
to follow actively integration proceed- 
ings before the Securities and Exchange 
Commission and to press his view for 
the elimination of holding companies. 
He feels that electric rates have been 
maintained far above what they should 
be. Mr. Rankin said that he had writ- 
ten Wendell L. Willkie, president of 
Commonwealth & Southern Corp., for 
a joint radio debate on electric rates 
and utility operations. He promised 
some fireworks. 

* 


Power Output Peak 
for North American 


Electric output of subsidiaries of 
North American Co. during 1939 
reached record proportions and was 
approximately 11 per cent above 1938 
and 6 per cent greater than in 1937, 
according to Edward L. Shea, presi- 
dent. 

Mr. Shea said that “increased sales 
of electricity to customers are of course 
made at the lower steps of the rate 
schedule, with the result that while 
our subsidiaries’ gross electric revenues 
exceeded those for both 1938 and 1937, 
the percentage increases were not in 
proportion to the percentage increases 
shown in electric output.” 

New high records in output and sales 
were registered by each of the four 
groups of subsidiaries. The largest in- 
crease occurred to industrial customers, 
while smaller but more constant in- 
creases in sales to residential and com- 
mercial customers have continued. 
There are now 1,075,000 residential cus- 
tomers in the system and the average 
use has increased from 985 kw.-hr. in 
1938 to approximately 1,025 in 1939. 
The average price paid decreased from 
3.27 cents per kilowatt-hour in 1938 
to 3.21 cents in 1939. 

The system is adding 245,000 kw. to 
generating capacity, 100,000 kw. in St. 
Louis, 60,000 kw. in Cleveland, 50,000 
kw. in Washington, D. C., and 35,000 
kw. in Milwaukee. 


Utility Men Honored 


George M. Hardy, general superin- 
tendent Worcester County Electric Co.; 
George E. Fuller, commercial manager; 
A. B. Sprague, head of the meter de- 
partment; P. T. Ahearn, incandescent 
lamp salesman; P. J. Cunningham, cus- 
tomer service estimator; H. W. Cooper, 
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trouble operator; and George H. How- 
land, collector of the same company, 
participated in a recent dinner spon- 
sored by the Worcester Chamber of 
Commerce on behalf of about 800 em- 
ployees of local industry actively at 
work and connected with the same com- 
pany for 35 years or over. The seven 
utility men totaled 288 years of service, 
ranging from Mr. Hardy’s 46 to Mr. 
Howland’s 37 years with the company 
and its predecessor, Worcester Electric 


Light. 


Show-Cause Order Issued 
on Pecos River Project 


Southwestern Public Service Co., 
Roswell, N. M., has been ordered by 
the Federal Power Commission to show 
cause on or before January 15 why it 
should not file with the commission, 
pursuant to the Federal Power Act, an 
appropriate application for license for 
its hydro-electric project on the Pecos 
River. 

The commission finds that the oper- 
ation and maintenance of the project 
was not and is not under and in ac- 
cordance with the terms of any permit 
or valid existing right-of-way granted 
prior to June 10, 1920, within the mean- 
ing of those terms as used in the Fed- 
eral Power Act. 

The company has disclaimed Federal 
jurisdiction on the ground that only 
that portion of the lands lying in the 
Pecos River channel between high 
banks is affected by the project. 


Grays Harbor PUD Upheld 
in Purchase of Local Utility 


Grays Harbor (Wash.) PUD is pre- 
paring to take over the Grays Harbor 
Railway & Light Co., sign a contract 
for Bonneville power and operate the 
concern as a publicly owned utility, fol- 
lowing decision by the Washington 
State Supreme Court, which held valid 
the PUD purchase of the company and 
the issuance of $3,350,000 in revenue 
bonds to finance it. The PUD expects 
to consummate the deal by the middle 
of January. 

The court ruled that a public vote 
on the purchase was not necessary. The 
lower court had ruled that a vote was 
necessary. The purchase contract and 
bond agreement were upheld. 


Heads New Department 


Kansas City Power & Light has 
created a department, headed by 
Charles V. Dunn, for the technical 
advice and promotion of adequate and 
new wiring methods. 
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New J ersey Utility Budget 
to Total $17,500,000 


Public Service Corporation to expand electric facilities and complete 
installation of 100,000-kw. unit at Burlington — Plans new 
substations and transmission lines 


A construction budget of more than 
$17,500,000 has been authorized by 
Public Service Corporation of New Jer- 
sey. Last year the budget was $23,500,- 
000, which included $12,000,000 for the 
installation of a 100,000-kw. unit at 
Burlington. 

The electric department of Public 
Service Electric & Gas Co. has set aside 
for it $9,000,000- which makes a total of 
more than $53,000,000 allocated to this 
department since 1937 for the expansion 
of the company’s electric facilities. It 
was stated that this sum, a considerable 
portion of which has already been ex- 
pended, is adequate to provide for any 
emergency power demand as well as to 
insure uninterrupted service. 


Can Meet Demands 


It was stated by the company that the 
100,000-kw. unit at Burlington gener- 
ating station and the two boilers will 
provide increased capacity sufficient to 
meet any likely business upturn in the 
company’s territory throughout the 
state. Burlington is tied in with the 
company’s Kearny, Essex and Marion 
plants. 

A 50,000-kw. turbine generator is be- 
ing built for Marion generating station 
in Jersey City, which, when completed, 
will make it equal to the most efficient 


stations in the system. This unit will cost 
approximately $7,500,000. A 50,000-kw. 
unit was put in service in 1938 at the 
Essex station. 

Major items in the 1940 electric de- 
partment’s budget include a switching 
station near Camden and high-voltage 
steel tower transmission lines between 
Camden and Burlington and between 
Burlingtcn and Trenton. A new sub- 
station will be built at Fairview, Hudson 
division, and one at Mt. Holly will re- 
place the present one. The high- and 
low-tension facilities at Atlantic Avenue 
substation, Camden, will be brought up 
to full efficiency. 

More than $1,000,000 will be ex- 
pended for continuance of the com- 
pany’s policy of placing electric trans- 
mission lines underground on main 
business streets and on heavy traffic 
arteries where overhead lines become 
congested. 

A new building for the testing labora- 
tory at Irvington is contemplated. This 
will cost approximately $400,000. 

In addition to these expenditures, 
many improvements have been made in 
other electrical layouts at generating 
stations, switching stations and substa- 
tions. 

Major improvements and additions 
are to be made in the gas department. 





TERMINAL—High-tension transformer and cable terminal connections at Franklin Square. 
Providence, which receives 1l-kv. energy from Narragansett Electric steam units for 
transmission at 115 kv. to Woonsocket and points north, and vice versa 


1940 
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New Hampshire Utilities 
Expand Farm Power Use 


Organize program to raise the standard of living in rural areas — 
Demonstrate to farmers the profitableness of electric equip- 
ment — Success of plan shown in increased sales and use 


Up in New Hampshire rural electri- 
fication presents many of the problems 
found in other sections of the country 
and many which are unique because 
of climatic conditions and the type of 
products grown. Back in 1934 the 
Public Service Company of New 
Hampshire and the New Hampshire 
divisions of the Twin State Gas & 
Electric Co. launched a program de- 
signed to meet these problems and to 
increase the standard of living of the 
rural population in the territory 
served. 

After considerable study and analy- 
sis of the situation, Joseph H. Bodwell, 
rural sales supervisor of Public Serv- 
ice Co. of New Hampshire, said, it 
was decided that the companies should 
have a man heading up the division 
which had been trained in agricultural 
activities, and also some one who had 
been a practical farmer himself. It 
was also decided that emphasis should 
be placed on electric farm equipment 
rather than home appliances. The 
thought behind this was that if a 
farmer first used electric equipment in 
his business, the profits from this 
would help in purchasing home appli- 
ances later. 


Broad Program 


Further steps were taken in the broad 
program which would enable present 
employees in the various districts to 
carry on the work rather than have a 
rural and farm representative in each 
district. To accomplish this end an 
educational program was launched 
where at meetings the company em- 
ployees could familiarize themselves 
with the value, use and application of 
electric farm” equipment and be bet- 
ter able to talk intelligently to farm 
and rural customers. The same program 
was used for meetings of farmers with 
gratifying results. 

The company purchased a trailer 
and for two years sent it all over the 
state with trained rural men to demon- 
strate the use of the various electric 
farm appliances. It went to fairs, col- 
leges, granges, farm bureaus and other 
mi eous meetings. Sales were 
prohibited from being made on this 
trailer. Circulars were given directly 
to farmers and also sent to them to 
show the value of electric farm equip- 
ment. 
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Follow up on this work was by 
company salesmen selected and trained 
by the rural division head. When spe- 
cific problems were complicated and 
the salesmen needed help in determin- 
ing size, position and application of 
any farm appliance the division head 
was called in, who contacted the farm- 
er directly. 


Organize Meetings 


Meetings were organized in districts 
where new rural line extensions were 
made. Aid was given farmers to 
understand the rate structure and the 
various new terms that would be used 
when electricity was connected. Wir- 
ing was also discussed. It was not 
unusual to have 100 per cent attend- 
ance of the new customers at these 
meetings, at which there was open 
discussion. 

In promoting sales the company used 
domestic and commercial salesmen. 
Where a district is practically all farm- 
ers, effort is made to select a salesman 
who is more familiar with farming. 
This makes him more sympathetic and 
more interested in the farmer. Thus, 
more sales are secured, it was said. 

In 1936 the two utilities were serv- 
ing 3166 farm customers with an aver- 
age annual consumption of 818 kw.-hr. 
The volume of farm appliances was 
$6,552. In 1937 customers had in- 
creased to 3,367, average use to 947 
kw.-hr. and sales to $26,449. In 1938 
there were 3,505 customers with aver- 
age use of 1,084 kw.-hr. and the vol- 
ume of appliances $38,394. 

During the past ten years 717 miles 
of ‘line extension have been added by 
the company. During 1939 it is es- 
timated that 200 miles of line exten- 
sion were completed. 


Fitch Resigns as Chairman 
of Associated Gas Unit 


At a hearing before the Securities 
and Exchange Commission S. J. Magee, 
vice-president of the Associated Gas & 
Electric Co., disclosed that Henry D. 
Fitch had resigned recently from 
the chairmanship of the Kentucky- 
Tennessee Light & Power Co. after 
being accused of taking personal re- 
bates on coal which he bought for his 
company. 
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Mr. Magee testified that Mr. Fitch 
had resigned voluntarily, saying he 
was innocent and wanted to be free to 
disprove the accusation made by Justin 
Potter, president of the Nashville Coal 
Co. Mr. Magee, whose corporation is 
the parent holding company of Ken- 
tucky-Tennessee, stated that he did not 
regard the charges as proven, but 
that his company would investigate 
them. 


Cut in Boulder Dam 
Rate Is Sought 


That a public ownership quid pro 
quo might be demanded by the Admin- 
istration if power rates at Boulder Dam 
are to be scaled down as is desired by 
local interest has been indicated by 
Secretary Ickes. At present Boulder 
Dam itself is operated by the Bureau 
of Reclamation, but of the eight large 
generators six are leased, maintained 
and operated by the city of Los Angeles 
and two by Southern California Edison 
Co. 

In announcing that representatives 
of the states and the power users were 
now conferring with bureau officials on 
the form that legislation should take, 
Mr. Ickes insisted that he has an open 
mind on the subject, but that in his 
opinion the power plant should have 
been government operated from the 
start. It is known that bureau officials 
have chafed under the triple control at 
Boulder, and a bill adjusting the power 
rates which was introduced last session, 
with no public power feature, by Rep- 
resentative Scrugham was withdrawn 
after the bureau had objected to some 
features. 

& 


Asheville Strike Settled 


Employees of Carolina Power & 
Light Co. in Asheville, who struck for 
a closed shop on November 28, have 
returned to their posts under an agree- 
ment which does not contain a provi- 
sion for a closed shop, and the wage 
scale is not changed. The new contract 
is different from the old in that it 
contains a provision for creating a 
grievance committee composed of a 
company and a union representative. 


Labor Board Order 


The NLRB has directed Gulf Public 
Service Co., Jacksonville, Texas, to 
bargain collectively with International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 
(AFL): as exclusive bargaining repre 
sentative and to refuse recognition 
Gulf Public Service Employees Co-op 
erative. 
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PWA Reiects GRDA 
Nominee for Project 


A tug-of-war between the Public 
Works Administration and the Grand 
River Dam Authority over selection of 
a general manager to direct construc- 
tion of the $20,000,000 hydro-electric 
project in eastern Oklahoma looms, 
following PWA’s rejection of the 
GRDA’s first nominee for the position. 

The PWA refused to confirm the 
nomination of Chairman Ray McNaugh- 
ton of the authority, declaring he did 
not have the requisite experience for 
the $15,000 a year position. Mr. 
McNaughton is a lawyer and banker, 
who has served as chairman of the 
state authority most of the time since 
construction work got under way. 

The rejection presents the GRDA 
with the job of putting forth another 
nominee for the post. Under terms 
of the contract between PWA and 
GRDA, the PWA has a veto power 
over the managership. 

Selection of a manager to fill the 
post vacated by the resignation of 
R. V. L. Wright takes on added signi- 
ficance at this time, since the manager 
probably will be in charge when the 
question of disposing of power gener- 
ated at the project comes up for final 
settlement. It is reported that PWA 
is seeking a manager with public power 
views, while Gov. Leon C. Phillips of 
Oklahoma and his appointees on the 
GRDA would prefer one who reflects 
their own views. 


Alabama NLRB Order 
The NLRB has ordered Alabama 


Power Co. to refrain from recognizing 
the Independent Union of Alabama 
Power Employees, Inc., as the collect- 
ive bargaining representative of its 
employees. 


Westinghouse at Fair 


Westinghouse Electric & Manufac- 
turing Co. will reopen its exhibit in 
1940 at the New York World’s Fair, 
according to A. W. Robertson, chair- 
man. 


New York Commission Gets 
$300,000,000 in Rate Cuts 


The New York State Public Service 
Commission reports that during the 
past decade it has regulated utility 
properties at a substantial decrease in 
the net cost to the taxpayers, notwith- 
standing many regulatory functions 
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added since that date, and at the same 
time has brought about the largest rate 
reductions in the history of regulation 
in New York or any other state. 

The cost of regulating the hundreds 
of utility corporations, whose assets ap- 
proximate $7,500,000,000, now amounts 
to only slightly over 1 per cent of the 
total similar expenditures of all de- 
partments of the state government. To- 
tal cost of utility regulation to the tax- 
payers in the ten years from 1929 to 
1939 was $10,751,012. During that pe- 
riod the commission brought about rate 
reductions which in the aggregate 
amount to at least $300,000,000. 


Kentucky Utility Refunds © 


Announcement has been made by 
Washington Reed, president of Lex- 
ington Utilities Co., that the $4,142,- 
500,000 outstanding first and refunding 
mortgage gold bonds of the company, 
5 per cent series due 1952, will be 
called for payment on February 1, 
1940, at the redemption price of 103 
per cent and interest. 





Distribution Planning 
Reprint Now Ready 


Series of six practical articles on cal- 
culation and design of distribution sys- 
tems by C. E. Arvidson, recently pub- 
lished in “Electrical World.” collected 
under one cover. 

Prices—50 cents for first copy, 25 
cents each for additional copies ordered 
at same time. 

Edition is limited. Order early before 
supply runs out. 


Donald Sees Further 
Gains for Business 


A rise of approximately 15 per cent 
during 1940 over 1939 in the electrical 
manufacturing industry is estimated in 
the year-end report of W. J. Donald, 
managing director of the National Elec- 
trical Manufacturers Association. “The 
outlook is one of optimism, and the ex- 
pectation is for a successful year.” 

The forecast is based on an expected 
rise in general business of from 5 to 
15 per cent, and a 10 to 15 per cent in- 
crease in the durable goods field. 

Mr. Donald said that the demand 
for electric power is expected to reach 
a new high. The utilities have a $600,- 
000,000 construction budget. The up- 
ward movement in home construction 
is expected to continue. The national 
income is expected to increase by ap- 
proximately two billion dollars. 

The problem of tax revision, con- 
tinued deficit financing, rise in prices 
and costs, the anti-trust investigation, 
and a possible shortage of skilled labor 
were other factors cited by Mr. Donald 
as having an important influence on 
business during the new year. 

Mr. Donald said that the volume of 
business in 1939 was approximatély 
30 per cent above 1938. Most of this 
improvement was due to the rise in 
general business. 


Utility Tax Valuation Set 


Mississippi State Tax Commission 
has set tax assessment valuation of the 
various electrical utility companies op- 
erating in the state at $14,966,335 for 
1939. 





APPLIANCE DRIVE—Interior of the showroom of Pennsylvania Power Co. office at 
Sharon, with its full-line display of electrical appliances which has attracted consider- 
able attention .and proved a valuable aid in its load-building drive 
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Government Demands 
Projects Repay Loan 


Revival of any of the public power 
projects which had been considered 
by the PWA will not be undertaken by 
the Federal Works Administration, 
John M. Carmody, administrator, de- 
clared in an interview. Mr. Carmody 
pointed out that 5,043 applications for 
public works projects had been re- 
turned last September after Congress 
had adjourned without providing for 
an extension of the PWA program. 
These projects requested grants of 
$755,803,691 and loans of $242,445,063 
and included some power projects. 

Should any of the power projects be 
resurrected, Mr. Carmody said, initia- 
tive must come from Congress, and 
not his agency. At the present time 
there is little likelihood that power 
projects in the volume of the “good 
days” of free spending will obtain much 
support. However, the political angle 
is not being overlooked, especially 
since 1940 is an election year. 

Projects in which the government has 
an interest, in the form of a loan to 
say nothing of the 45 per cent grant, 
will be speeded to early completion 
and forced to operate on a sustaining 
basis. Mr. Carmody believes that since 
“some one” vouched that such proj- 
ects were profitable, his administration 
is charged with the duty of seeing that 
the government gets its money back. 
Project managers have been given to 
understand that the government expects 
them to make their undertaking profita- 
ble. Loans were made as a business 
proposition and must be repaid, Mr. 
Carmody said. 


British Electric Horses 


Petrol rationing and increased tax- 
ation have given British manufacturers 
a chance to show what they can pro- 
vide in models of “electric horses” for 
heavy haulage and runabout vans and 
private cars driven by electricity. At 
the outbreak of the war fewer than 
5,000 electric road vehicles were turned 
out annually, now the industry is plan- 
ning to step up production for a poten- 
tial output up to 50,000 vehicles a year. 


EHFA Signs Contracts 


Electric Home and Farm Authority 
has announced that contracts have been 
closed with the Grundy Electric Co- 
operative, Inc., Trenton, Mo.; Harrison 
County Rural Electric Membership 
Corp., Corydon, Ind.; Farmers’ Elec- 
tric Co-operative, Chillicothe, Mo.; 
Coast Electric Power Association, Bay 
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St. Louis, Miss.; Medina Electric Co- 
operative, Inc., Hondo, Tex., and the 
Light & Power Commission of the City 
of Lake Crystal, Minn. Contracts cover 
co-operation in financing the sale of 


Sessions on Fluorescent 


Plans for a one-day fluorescent light- 
ing school for the benefit of architects, 
industrial engineers, electrical contrac- 
tors and utility employees were an- 
nounced last week by Carl Zerzen of 
the Chicago Lighting Institute. The 
school will be held on three different 
days, February 5, 7 and 9, but the ses- 
sions on all three days will be identical. 
Sessions will cover calculation and de- 
sign of fluorescent lighting installations, 
power factcr problems, economics of 
fluorescent lighting and associated sub- 
jects. 





MEETINGS 


American Engineeri 
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Public Utilities Advertising Association—Annual 
western conference, Hotel Cosmopolitan, Den- 
ver, Colo., January 12-13. Publicity Committee, 
pu AA. "Room 1704, 4 Irving Place, New York, 

Louisiana Engineering Society—Annual meeting, 
Charles Hotel, New Orleans, La., January 

Hill, secretary- treasurer, 422 
St. Charles Hotel. 


Canadian Electrical Association—Annual winter 

— Montreal, Que., January 15-16, 

C. Fairchild, secretary, 804 Tramways Bidg., 
Roniveal” 

Pennsylvania Electric Association — Hydraulic 
power committee and systems operation com- 
=o with the Weather Bureau, Washington, 

. C., January 19-20. 

wana Society of en hen 

a meeting, Cleveland hio, 


Council—Annual meeting, 
ashington, D. C., January 


eS: 


American Institute of Electrical ineers—Win- 
ter aa New York, N. Y., January 22-26. 

R Henline, national secretary, 33 West 39th 
St., ph York, N. Y. 
American Society of Heating and Ventilati 

ineers—Annual meeting and_ Internationa 
one and Ventilating Exposition, Lakeside 
Hall leveland, Ohio, January 22-26. Charles 
F. Roth president International Exposition Co., 
Grand Central P Palace, New York. 

lowa Public Utilities Association—Annual sales 
and distribution school, Hotel Fort Des Moines, 
Des Moines, lowa, January 29-30. Herbert Hen- 
derson, secretary, Security Building, Cedar 
Rapids, lowa. 

Edison Electric Institute—Prime movers commit- 
tee, Detroit, Mich., February 5-6; electrical 
equipment committee, ae Plaza Hotel, 
Cincinnati, Ohio, February | 

National Electrical Semcaadial Association— 
Mid-winter Lomrerean Waldorf- oo Hotel, 
New York, N. February 5-9. W. J. Donald. 
penne ‘aacish, 155 East 44th 3, New York. 


American Institute of Mining and Metallurgical 
ne meeting, February -15, 
New York, A. H, Parsons, secretary, 29 
West 39th St Yew York, N. 

Missouri Association of Public iii ches 
convention —_ Hotel, Excelsior Springs, Mo., 
i 17-19. Jesse Blythe, assistant secretary, 

eben Bank Bidg., 101 West High St., Jef- 
ferson City, Mo. 

Electrochemical Society—Sprin — — 
Hall, Wernersville, Pa., April 24- Br. Co 
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Severe Drought Hits 
Nippon Power Supply 


The shortage of electric power in 
Japan, which is the direct result of 
one of the worst droughts in the history 
of the country and an insufficient coal 
supply, is fast assuming serious pro- 
portions. Not only has the power sup- 
ply to non-urgent industries been dras- 
tically reduced but the country’s heavy 
industries and munitions industries 
have to curtail production schedules. 
The power shortage has been so acute 
that steel mill operations in the im- 
portant Osaka-Kobe district were sus- 
pended temporarily during the early 
part of September due to the sudden 
cessation of the supply. 

The Japan Electric Power Genera- 
tion and Transmission Co., which was 
recently organized to control the 
Japanese electric power industry, has 
already received warnings from the 
military authorities of the grave sit- 
uation prevailing in the heavy indus- 
tries as a result of the power shortage. 
According to the Japanese press, a feel- 
ing is developing in industrial circles 
that bureaucratic management is to 
blame for the present predicament, but 
some blame the drought. Nevertheless, 
there are indications that resignations 
of officials will be requested. 

In order to cope with the power short- 
age the government has appealed to 
the public to effect voluntary reductions 
in power consumption pending the in- 
troduction of compulsory restrictions. 
An appeal has been made to replace 
electric bulbs of high wattage with 
one of 40 watts and the discontinuance 
of the use of electricity for heating 
water, cooking and operating house- 
hold appliances. Street lights have been 
reduced. 


Deliver Bills by Hand 


Savannah Electric & Power Co., Sa- 
vannah, Ga., has instituted the proce- 
dure of delivering their statements of 
accounts to patrons by hand. For con- 
venience and as an added service the 
employee delivering the statement is 
authorized to accept payment, it has 
been announced by C. C. Curtis, presi- 
dent of the company. 


Lighting Sales Record 


The 1939 lighting sales contest re- 
cently completed by the Electrical 
League of the Niagara Frontier resulted 
in a larger sales total than any pre- 
vious contest conducted by the league. 
K. L. Thielscher, chairman of ithe sales 
contest, stated that sales jectched the 
all-time high of 1,876,737 watts. 
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Single operation Fuse Cutout 
Now on your line 


Tie illustrations describe the 
application. Picture now the spot 
on your line where continuous 
service is desireable, where inter- 
ruption of service means loss of 
revenue—or loss of goodwill. This 
is the right spot for the RP-515 
Unit. A trial installation will 
prove its value to you. Order by 
Catalog Number C-230090-6. 


LINE MATERIAL CO. 


How to change ANY single operation cutout 
(now on your line) into a reclosing cutout — 
















A two-operation Reclosing Fuse 
Cutout Installation 


L-M New Reclosing 
Fuse Cutout Unit 
TYPE RP-515—-5000 VOLTS—100 AMPERES 





Where continuous service is desirable 


Uae 
LM Reclosing 
Fuse Cutouts 


COORDINATE YOUR FUSING WITH L M LINKS 
— 
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BONNEVILLE LINE—Completing work on the insulators on the dead-ending operations on the Bonneville Power 
Administration's Columbia River overhead crossing between Oregon and Washington near Portland. The tower 
is 120 ft. high. The giant suspension towers along the route where Bonneville power will travel to load centers 
have an elevation of 534 ft. The contractor is Fritz Ziebarth, Long Beach, Calif. 


LAYS CORNERSTONE 

—Assisted by a show official, 

Miss Sarah M. Sheridan, vice-president of Detroit Edison, lays the cornerstone 
$175,000 ideal home, which is the eighteenth of a series of annual ideal 
Society of Architects 


PROMOTIONAL DISPLAY—Central Illinois Light Co. used this effective disp 
neers, electrical and building contractors, and architects, held recenily in P 
Co. The display emphasized the low residential rates and growth of the com; 
trial needs. 


POWER FOR PEORIA INDU‘ 
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Photo by Robert Lee, Los Angeles 
RECEIVING STATION—Stringing General Cable Corp. cables on the third 


287,000-volt line from Boulder Dam to Los Angeles. View shows the giant 
tower near receiving station E at Glendale, Calif. The Victorville to Glendale 
line, one-third of whole, was recently energized. The balance, from Victor- 
ville to Boulder Dam, is now under construction 
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PRIZE POSTER—This poster of Consolidated Edison Co. of New York was chosen as one of the 100 best of 
the year at the re- , 
cent tenth annual 
exhibition of out- 
door advertising art 
in competition with 
leading national 
advertisers. A new 

: sunlamp drive will 
ps be in force during 

va January and Febru- 

ary by the com- 

pany 


ornersione of the 1940 Detroit Builders’ Show 
al ideal homes sponsored by the Michigan 


—> 


NEW STATION— 

ective display at a show for industrial engi- Construction pr< 3- 
ently in Peoria by Kiefer Electrical Supply ress on the Cliffsiae 
of the company in anticipation of local indus- steam plant of Duke 
Power Co., which 

was started a year 

ago. The new sta- 

tion at Cliffside, 

: N. C., will house an 
Tha 80,000-kw. unit and 

will be completed 

and in operation 

some time this year 


LIGHTS—tThirty General Electric sodium luminaires are used on the new overpass and traffic circle at the 
Cambridge, Mass., end of the Cottage Farm Bridge. The lights are the open-type, Alzak-finished, airplane- 
shaped reflectors and 10,000-lumen lamps in horizontal position 





Out of the many insulations 
tested each year only a few are 
accepted as worthy! 


~\EVELOPMENTS move so swiftly in the cable 
DD industry that it is impossible to wait for years 
_ m service to determine whether a new insulation or 
‘able construction is any improvement over present 
ypes. Actual service records are the final criterion of 
cable operation. If there were no other way to fore- 
see cable performance, progress would be exceed- 
ngly slow. To pre-determine the serviceability of 
1ew insulations or constructions, aging tests have 
een devised to aid and accelerate development. 

Hundreds of new compounds are manufactured 
ind subjected every year to these severe accelerated 
ests. Only a few emerge as worthy. 

Such painstaking search is indicative of the en- 
leavor of Anaconda engineers to build long life 
nd outstanding performance into Anaconda cables. 
Chebenefits ofthisresearch are being passed ontothe 
ndustry in the form of more enduring constructions. 


Put your problem up to Anaconda 
fou are invited, without obligation, to discuss 
‘our cable problems with Anaconda engineers. For 
‘our day-to-day requirements also, you will find 
hat the name “Anaconda” on cables means the 
itmost in service. 


Accelerated aging tests are one of many 
by which the life of Anaconda cables 
are predicted. Here you see a techni- 
cian placing samples in the Geer Oven. 


“oP 


Specially designed apparatus for col- 
lecting gases evolved from rubber in- 
sulations, used in the laboratory to 
study insulation characteristics as an 


aid to improvement. 
39284 
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Final Week's Output 
Keeps Lead Over 1938 


Following the all-time peak of the 
preceding week, the output of energy 
by the electric light and power indus- 
try dropped during the week ended 
December 30 to 2,404,316,000 kw.-hr., 
but remained above the figure a year 
ago by 13.4 per cent, according to the 
Edison Electric Institute, indicating 
that the gain compared with 1938 was 
more than maintained. The drop was 
smaller than last year. 

In its cyclic changes during the year 
the output generally rises to a peak 
in the week before Christmas, drops 


Weekly Output Millions Kw,-Hr. 


1939 1938 1938 
Dec. 30 2,404 Dec. 3! 2,121 Jan. | 1,998 

1937 
Dec. 23 2,641 Dec. 24 2,363 Dec. 25 2,085 
Dec. 16 2,605 Dec. 17 2,333 Dec. 18 2.202 
Dec. 9 2,586 Dec. 10 2,319 Dec. I! 2,1% 
Dec. 2 2,539 Dec. 3 2,286 Dec. 4 2,153 
Nov. 25 2,482 Nov. 26 2,184 Nov. 27. 2,065 


Per Cent Change from Previous Year 


Week Ending 
New and “2 beef ere " 
Middle Atlantic __. 11.0 8.1 ; 
Central Industria ts 15.8 15.4 
Seetee: t tus tat 
a 2 A 
Rocky Mountain Ts 3 : z 
Eo cinsc 8.6 8.9 t 7.4 
United States ..... +134 +18 +116 


Billions of Kw-Hr. 
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sharply in the holiday period, rises in 
January to a secondary peak, declines 
gradually in spring and then begins its 
climb to a new maximum. The only 
recent deviation from this pattern oc- 
curred in the fall of 1937, when the 
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business recession brought a contra- 
seasonal slump, so that 1938 remained 
under its predecessor except in the last 
few weeks. Then the gain was carried 
through 1939, averaging about 12 per 
cent over 1938. 





October Sales Climb: 
Fuel Energy up 27.5% 


Increased operations all along the 
line, resulting in sharp gains compared 
with 1938, are indicated in statistics of 
output, sales and revenue of the electric 
light and power industry for October 
reported by the Edison Electric Insti- 
tute. Moreover, the rates of increase 
were in general larger than in other 
recent months. 

Energy generated rose to 11,206,813,- 
000 kw.-hr., as against 10,494,569,000 
kw.-hr. in September. The rate of gain 
over a year ago was 15.6 per cent; it 
was 10.7 per cent in July, 8.5 per cent in 
August, 12.4 per cent in September. 
Addition of 433,948,000 kw.-hr. from 





Classification of Sales, October, 1939 
and Increase Over 1938 
Per 
Class Kw.-Hr Cent 
Residential domestic......... l, y 
Retail li laa ggg Siainhene 1782 ties 
Wholesale light, power......... 5.219 22.3 
Public lighting ................. 16 6.9 
Other public authorities........ 229 5.8 
Electric railways ............... 318 — 0.3 
Electrified railroads ............ 161 +23.8 
Interde OE cess adiks ne ten — 3.5 
Sales, ult. consumers.......... 9,640 +15,7 
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other sources and deductions for com- 
pany use and losses left 9,640,031,000 
kw.-hr. for sales to ultimate consumers, 
allocated as shown in the table, and 
constituting an increase of 15.7 per cent 
over sales a year ago. 

In these sales the most noteworthy 
item is the 22.3 per cent advance in 
large power and light, now accounting 
for 54 per cent of the total. The widen- 
ing consumption for industrial purposes 
is revealed in the corresponding per- 
centages: July 19.2, August 14.6, Sep- 
tember 16.8. 

Revenue has similarly increased, 
though at a slower rate, as would be 
expected in view of the ever-decreasing 
unit price and the preponderant growth 
in the lowest-price group—large power 
and light. Revenue from ultimate con- 
sumers, $199,499,300, was 7.2 per cent 
more than the amount a year ago; other 
electric revenue brought the total for 
the month to $201,709,400. Figures for 
other recent months were given in the 
ExectricaL Worip of November 25, 
page 15. 

Drought conditions are reflected in 
the abnormally high ratio of production 
from fuels (8,447,471,000 kw.-hr.) to 
the total, 75.4 per cent. The former in- 
creased 27.5 per cent over 1938, while 
hydro decreased 10.2 per cent. 


1940 


Domestic consumption continues up- 
ward, rates downward, for the twelve- 
month period: 890 kw.-hr. per customer, 
$36.49 average bill, 4.10 cents per kilo- 
watt-hour; percentages over the like 
preceding period were respectively 
+5.5, +1.6, —3.8. 


Power Output Record 


Power output of Montreal Light, 
Heat & Power Consolidated has risen 
to new monthly high records as a 
result of war activities, according to 
John S. Norris, president. Mr. Norris 
said that demand for power will 
increase further as industry turns to 
manufacture of war materials. 


Ask $100,000,000 for REA 


Representative John E. Rankin, Dem- 
ocrat, of Mississippi, will seek an ap- 
propriation of $100,000,000 for rural 
electrification. Mr. Rankin said that 


this program must go forward “until we 
place electricity in the reach of every 
farm home in America at reasonable 
rates.” He said he would ask Congress 
for the funds. 
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Neal Elected President 
Potomac Electric Power 


Alfred G. Neal has been elected pres- 
ident of the Potomac Electric Power 
Co., Washington, D. C. Mr. Neal has 
been acting president for the past sev- 
eral montis, following the resignation 





Harris & Ewing 


of Dr. William McClellan to accept the 
presidency of the Union Electric Co. of 
St. Louis, Mo. 

Mr. Neal started with the Potomac 
utility as assistant comptroller in 1918, 
was elected vice-president in 1925, and 
made general manager in 1933. He has 
served on the board of directors of 
Potomac Electric Power Co. and Wash- 
ington Railway & Electric Co. and held 
membership on the executive commit- 
tee of the company since 1934. 

Mr. Neal’s activities in commercial 
and community affairs of Washington 
are well known. He is a member of the 
Washington Board of Trade. 


> L. H. Huneate, Jr., industrial engi- 
neer with the Memphis Power & Light 
Co. since 1928, has joined the Louisi- 
ana Power & Light Co. to take charge 
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of industrial gas and electric promo- 
tion. Since the city took over the util- 
ity properties at Memphis, in June, Mr. 
Hungate’s title has been manager of 
commercial and industrial promotion. 


Nash-Kelvinator Elects 
H. A. Lewis Vice-President 


Announcement of the election of 
Howard A. Lewis as a vice-president of 
Nash-Kelvinator Corp. has been made 
recently. Mr. Lewis has held the posi- 
tion of treasurer of the corporation for 
the past ten years. G. V. Egan, assistant 
treasurer for the past twelve years, 
has been elected treasurer. 

Mr. Lewis is known to electrical men 
as one of the outstanding leaders in 
the field of electrical appliance dis- 
tribution. After spending several years 
with the old Hotpoint Electric Heating 
Corp., he joined the McGraw-Hill Pub- 
lishing Co. in 1917 and served for 
eight years as manager of Electrical 
Merchandising and during 1919 also 
as business manager of ELECTRICAL 
Wor tp. In 1925 he left the publishing 
field to become director of sales of the 
Electric Refrigeration Corp., just or- 
ganized through the combination of the 
Kelvinator Corp. and the Nizer Corp. 


> Harotp E. Means, vice-president of 
the New Orleans Public Service, Inc., 
was elected president of the Electrical 
Association of New Orleans at the 
recent annual meeting. 


> Georce A. BLackmore, president of 
the Westinghouse Air Brake Co., Pitts- 
burgh, and of the Union Switch & 
Signal Co., Swissvale, Pa., and ARTHUR 
W. Pace, a vice-president and director 
of the American Telephone & Telegraph 
Co. of New York, were elected direc- 
tors of the Westinghouse Electric & 
Manufacturing Co. at a recent meeting 
of the board. 
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Leland Olds Named Head 
of Power Commission 


Leland Olds of New York, a mem- 
her of the Federal Power Commission, 
has been elected its chairman, effective 
January 1, to succeed Clyde L. Seavey 
of California. Mr. Olds’s term is for 
the remainder of his term of office, 
which extends to 1944, Mr. Seavey, who 
has been chairman since 1937, when 
Frank R. McNinch, chairman, was 
transferred to the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission, desired to be re- 
lieved of executive duties to continue 
as commissioner. Claude L. Draper 
of Wyoming has been re-elected vice- 
chairman. 

Before his appointment by President 
Roosevelt to the FPC last June Mr. 
Olds was for a number of years execu- 
tive secretary of the Power Authority 
of the State of New York. For ten 
years he has been closely associated 
with public utility development and 
legislation. In 1929 he became eco- 





Harris & Ewing 


nomic adviser in connection with the 
commission. on revision of the public 
service laws in New York State, insti- 
tuted under Governor Roosevelt, and 
later was special adviser to the Gover- 
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nor on utility legislation. When the 
New York State Power Authority was 
created Mr. Olds became head of the 
staff and was its executive secretary. 

Mr. Olds was appointed a member 
of the national power policy commit- 
tee when it was reconstructed by the 
President last October and was elected 
vice-chairman of the committee at its 
first meeting. In this capacity he has 
presided at the numerous conferences 
with representatives of leading utili- 
ties, held last month, to consider power 
supply, the provision of additional fa- 
cilities and the interconnection of 
power systems to meet future national 
needs. 


> A. F. Martin, who has been con- 
nected with the Duke Power Co. for 
the past twelve years at its Greenville, 
S. C. branch, has been appointed man- 
ager of the Chester, S. C., branch of 
the company. He is succeeding the late 
W. J. Atwell. 


> Harvey K. Brown of the Malden 
Electric Co. has been appointed safety 
engineer of the New England Power 
Association properties operating in the 
Mystic Valley area, comprising the 
Malden, Revere and Arlington com- 
panies, in eastern Massachusetts. He is 
well known in central station distribu- 
tion circles. 


PH. B. Gay, third vice-president and 
general sales manager, also a member 
of the board of directors of the Elec- 
tric Storage Battery Co., Philadelphia, 
retired from active service on December 
1, after 38 years of service. After serv- 
ing in the sales department, as branch 
manager in Baltimore and for seventeen 
years in Cleveland, Mr. Gay was trans- 
ferred to Philadelphia in 1920 and be- 
came general sales manager. In 1926 
he was elected fourth vice-president, and 
in 1928 third vice-president and a mem- 
ber of the board of directors. 


> R. L. Forney, assistant to the manag- 
ing director of the National Safety 
Council, has been appointed director of 
the council’s industrial division. Mr. 
Forney will replace W. Dean KEEFER, 
who ended 21 years with the council to 
join the Lumbermen’s Mutual Casualty 
Co., as assistant to the vice-president in 
charge of safety engineering, with 
offices in Chicago. Mr. Forney, in addi- 
tion to his duties as assistant to the man- 
aging director, a responsibility he will 
retain, has directed the council’s statis- 
tical division for twelve years. In the 
industrial field Mr. Forney has become 
widely known for his understanding of 
industrial safety problems. Wit.1aM 
Jounson, for three years a statistician 
for the council, succeeds Mr. Forney as 
head of the statistica) division. 
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New Appointments Made 
on Bonneville Staff 


S. E. Schultz, formerly chief engineer 
and consultant for the Port of New 
York Power Authority, who has been 
doing research and investigation work 
on the Bonneville staff on a consult- 
ing basis, has been appointed acting 
chief engineer of the project. 

At the same time Charles E. Carey, 
who has been chief construction engi- 





neer since the project commenced its 
transmission construction program, and 
was for a time acting administrator 
after J. D. Ross’ death, has become 
chief consulting engineer. 

Other appointments to the engineer- 
ing staff, announced by Administrator 
Paul J. Raver, are: Ben W. Creim, 
principal engineer, construction sec- 
tion; Don Campbell, senior transmis- 
sion engineer; R. F. Stevens, senior 
design engineer; Dean Wright, super- 
visor of drafting; Orin DeMuth, senior 
system engineer; H. R. Stevens, senior 
inspection engineer; T. C. Smith, dis- 
tribution engineer, and C. C. Long, 
operations engineer. 

In his new position Mr. Schultz will 
be in charge of general engineering 
plans and systems development, the 
design, construction and acquisition of 
transmission and substation facilities, 
the operation and maintenance of lines 
and substations and technical research. 

Mr. Carey will serve in an advisory 
capacity on general engineering mat- 
ters, 

* 


> Harry Kincsiey, superintendent of 
the Salem (Mass.) Electric Lighting 
Co. since 1906, and one of the best 
known operating men in the Bay State, 
was recently guest of honor at a lunch- 
eon by executives and department 
heads in commemoration of his 50 years 
of service with that utility. He was 
the recipient of a New England Power 
Association jeweled service pin on that 
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occasion. Mr. Kingsley began work with 
the company. as a member of the line 
crew, later being engaged in inside 
wiring for the company in the absence 
of electrical contracting facilities. 


> C. Swain Lumtey has been appointed 
district engineer by the Roller-Smith 
Co. of Bethlehem, Pa., with headquar- 
ters in Chicago, Ill. For the past three 
years Mr. Lumley has been electrical 
engineer in charge of design for De- 
troit’s new $23,000,000 sewage disposal 
project and prior to that spent ten 
years with Smith, Henchman & Grylls, 
consulting engineers and architects of 
Detroit. From 1920-26 he was a mem- 
ber of the engineering department of 
the then New York Edison Co., now 
Consolidated Edison Co., the last two 
of which were as assistant in charge 
of the equipment division. 


> Ray H. Luesse, who for a number 
of years has been an attorney in the law 
department of the General Electric 
Co., has been appointed counsel of the 
company’s appliance and merchandise 
department. Mr. Luebbe will make his 
headquarters at Bridgeport, where he 
has Ties located since 1937 in con- 
nection *with appliance activities. Fol- 
lowing graduation from the Creighton 
Law School, he entered the law firm of 
Kennedy, Holland, and DeLacey of 
Omaha. In 1927 he entered the legal 
department of the Chicago, Burlington, 
and Quincy Railroad, leaving this posi- 
tion the following year to become asso- 
ciated with General Electric at Schenec- 
tady. The assignment to duties in the 
appliance and merchandise department 
was made nine years later. 


OBITUARY 


> Leonarp W. Otson, sales engineer 
of the Northern States Power Co., with 
offices in Minneapolis, Minn., died 
December 20 at his home in that city, 
in his fiftieth year. A graduate of the 
Masachusetts Institute of Technology, 
Mr. Olson had been with the Northern 
States Power Co. for the past twelve 
years. 


> Epwin W. ALLEN, vice-president of 
the General Electric Co., died January 
1, at the Johns Hopkins Hospital, 
where he had been confined three 
months. Mr. Allen was 60 years of age. 


> Jj. P. Brown, formerly vice-presi- 
dent of the Tennessee Electric Power 
Co., with headquarters in Nashville, 
and more recently general manager 
of Nashville Electric Service, died De- 
cember 28, after an illness of a few 
days. Mr. Brown was 65 years of age. 
He was a native of Nashville and prom- 
inent in civic affairs. 
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Wilson Sees Better 
Business in 1940 


Giving due consideration to the un- 
certainties arising fror conditions 
abroad, as well as unsolved domestic 
problems, Charles E. Wilson, president 
of General Electric Co., stated that the 
company confidently expects that in 
both capital goods and consumer goods 
business in the electrical industry will 
be better in 1940 than in 1939. 

Supporting the confidence, the com- 
pany is increasing its expenditures and 
commitments not only in anticipation 
of, but as an aid to, better business. 

Mr. Wilson said that late in 1939 
the output of electricity reached new 
all-time high levels, clearly indicating 
the continuing need for more capital 
goods for the generation, transmission 
and distribution of electricity. “These 
high levels also reflect increased indus- 
trial activity and the more urgent re- 
lated need for capital goods for plant 
modernization and for low-cost produc- 
tion by means of efficient electrically 
energized equipment.” 

It was pointed out by Mr. Wilson, 
who took over his duties as president 
on January 1, succeeding Gerard Swope, 
that larger farm incomes and expand- 
ing payrolls in manufacturing and serv- 
ice industries should further stimulate 
the growing demand for consumer goods 
as represented by home appliances for 
better living. He said that through re- 
search and invention, new services— 
and new opportunities for more wide- 
spread employment—are constantly be- 
ing made available. 


Washer Shipments 
Hit November High 


Factory shipments of household wash- 
ers in November broke all records for 
that month, totaling 102,990 units, com- 
pared with 102,689, the previous No- 
vember high in 1936. Shipments showed 
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a gain of 223/10 per cent over the 
84,192 in the corresponding 1938 month. 

For the eleven months ended Novem- 
ber 30 shipments totaled 1,355,986, 
compared with 1,070,112 in the same 
period of 1938, an increase of 26 7/10 
per cent. 

Shipments of household ironers in 
November totaled 9,990 units, compared 
with 8,226 in the similar 1938 month, 
an increase of 21 4/10 per cent. For 
the first eleven months ironer shipments 
totaled 103,370, against 101,330 in the 
same period of 1938. 


Square D Acquires 
Kollsman Instrument 


Stockholders of Square D Co., at a 
special meeting held recently in De- 
troit, approved a merger plan whereby 
it acquires the Kollsman Instrument 
Co., Inc., for about $4,000,000, and 
authorized a new issue of 5 per cent 
cumulative convertible preferred stock 
which, together with Square D com- 
mon stock, will provide the shares to 
be issued in connection with the 
acquisition. 

Consolidation will give the Square 
D Co. a wider diversification of prod- 
ucts and an important position in the 
aircraft instrument field. 

Paul Kollsman will devote his at- 
tention to research and invention rather 
than to the details of business. He is 
credited with developing several spe- 
cial instruments for aviation. The 
Kollsman organization will remain in- 
tact and the equipment marketed as 
heretofore. However, Square D ex- 
pects that some of the devices will fit 
into its sales organization in the future. 
At present Kollsman’s manufacturing 
will remain at the Kollsman plant in 
Elmhurst, N. Y. 

Mr. Kollsman remains with Square 
D at least three years as a consultant 
and has a ter-year obligation to offer 
Square D an option to purchase new 
inventions. 
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Westinghouse Sees 
Upturn Continuing 


The business of Westinghouse Elec- 
tric & Manufacturing Co. “has been 
very good in 1939, and we expect the 
present high level will be maintained 
into 1940,” George H. Bucher, presi- 
dent, stated in a year-end statement. 

Mr. Bucher pointed out that the year 
has seen important strides in the elec- 
trical field and in the electrification of 
industry. He said that the new fluores- 
cent lamps, introduced at the New York 
World’s Fair, are rapidly finding their 
way into homes, factories, business es- 
tablishments and offices, bringing bet- 
ter and more efficient light. He also 
pointed to experiments in air condi- 
tioning and perfection of new alloys. 

Last week the company received an 
order of $357,000 for motors for 135 
electric trolley coaches for use on the 
municipal transit system of Seattle, 
Wash. In addition a $182,000 contract 
was received for material to be used in 
the trolley bus overhead structure, such 
as insulators, switchers and hangers. 

Receipt of the largest single order 
for power station auxiliary equipment 
awarded during the past two years was 
announced this week. The contract was 
for eighteen auxiliary motors with a 
combined output of 14,800 hp., costing 
approximately $121,000 and awarded 
by Public Service Electric & Gas Co. 
of Newark, N. J. 

The motors range in rating from 200 
to 1,350-hp. and will be installed in the 
new extensions of the Marion and Bur- 
lington power stations in Newark late 
in 1940. 


Appoints Branch Managers 


Graybar Electric Co., Inc., has an- 
nounced the. appointment of W. A. 
Moorefield as branch house manager at 
Winston-Salem, N. C., and of Harry A. 
Cobaugh as branch house manager at 
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Newark. Mr. Moorefield has served 
with Graybar for thirteen years in 
various sales capacities in the South- 
ern area. Mr. Cobaugh’s service record 
with Graybar totals fourteen years. 


CIO Seeks to Keep 
Emerson in St. Louis 


Emerson Electric Manufacturing Co., 
with main offices in St. Louis, Mo., is 
considering removal to Evansville, Ind., 
when its leases on other buildings, 
housing plants and a warehouse, ex- 
pire this year. Consolidation of depart- 
ments in one establishment would re- 
duce costs and increase plant efficiency, 
it was explained. 

A campaign to keep the company in 
St. Louis has been started by the CIO 
United Electrical, Radio and Machine 
Workers’ Union. A bulletin discussing 
the proposed removal of the company 
from St. Louis has been sent by the 
union to 1,000 business, civic and re- 
ligious leaders of St. Louis, calling on 
them to join the campaign. William 
Sentner, vice-president of the union, 
said that the transfer would mean the 
loss of a $2,000,000 yearly payroll to 
the 1,200 production workers and 250 
office employees. 


W. N. Matthews Dividend 


Directors of W. N. Matthews Corp. 
declared a dividend of $8.75 a share 
on the preferred stock, payable Decem- 
ber 26 to stock of record December 
19. Claude L. Matthews, vice-presi- 
dent and general manager, said that 
each employee of the company 
received 85 per cent of one month’s 
salary or wage on December 15. 


Hygrade Distributes Bonus 


Hygrade Sylvania Corp. distributed 
Christmas checks to about 3,700 em- 
ployees in its plants located at Salem, 
Mass.; Emporium, Pa., and St. Mary’s, 
Pa. The Christmas gift was equivalent 


to one week’s pay, with a maximum of 
$25. 
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Field Reports on Business 


A further increase in new business is anticipated by the electrical industry dur- 
ing the year. With completion of utility construction budgets, indications are 
that new orders will begin to be placed in large volume in the near future. Appli- 
ance manufacturers are preparing for new sales drives as new models appear. 


NEW YORE 


Entering the new year in a strong stra- 
a large volume of 


set for further gains. Leaders are optimistic 
and estimate gains over 1939 of upward 
of 15 to 20 per cent. In addition to the 
large utility construction program, manu- 
facturers expect to gain additional busi- 
ness from the upswing in general business 
and increased consumer purchasing power. 

Some fears have been expressed that 
the utilities might be forced to curtail 
their construction expenditures should 
they be limited by SEC in their financing 
new expansions. This is the outgrowth of 
the SEC ruling in the Consumers Power 
financing, which suggested that the $10,- 
000,000 of new capital be raised by the 
sale of common stock. Many believe that 
this ruling is a special situation and does 
not set a precedent. However, the SEC 
thinking is along the lines of common 
stock financing instead of additional bond 

es 


Electrical appliance manufacturers an- 
ticipate a banner year. The vacuum cleaner 
industry expects 1940 to be its sixth “more- 
than-a-million-unit” year in succession. 
Since 1935 more than 7,000,000 have been 
sold. In 1939 sales totaled 1,400,000 units. 
Electric range, water heater and refrig- 
erator sales are seen as registering new 
gains this year. Small appliances have 
come into greater favor as a result of pro- 
motional drives. Merchandising is ex- 
pected to play an important part in utility 
operations this year as one means of load- 
ing the lines as new generating capacity 
is added to the system. 


NEW ENGLAND 


Lack of interest in buying electrical 
equipment prevailed throughout this dis- 
trict last week due to year-end influences, 
but representatives of nationally known 
manufac’ .cers of electrical supplies are 
anticipati:g increased activity in buying 
during the coming months. Westinghouse 
will step up its production of refriger- 
ators at the East Springfield plant in 
about a fortnight ; General Electric re- 
ports a marked increase in activity in its 
transformer plant at Pittsfield, Mass., as 
well in all departments of the River 
Works, West Lynn. Large backlogs of 
unfilled orders for machinery p e an 
encouraging trend in the Hartford, 
district. 

Waterbury Rolling Mills has recently 
purchased two electric furnaces of the 
induction type, bringing its installation 
up to four units. B. F. Sturtevant Co., 

yde Park, Mass., has received orders 
for two 500-hp. motor-driven forced draft 
and two 1,350-hp. motor-driven induced 
draft fans for the Burlington station of 
the Public Service Electric & Gas Co., 
Newark, N. J.; this manufacturer has also 
sold two induced and two forced draft 
fans for the Manchester Street ‘station, in 
Providence, R. I., and fan equi t for 
the Rochester Gas & Electric Corp. and 
Public Service Co. of Indiana. 


nn., 
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er Insulated Wire Co., Pawtucket, 
e 
volving well over $90,000, and a Soa 
pipe contract has been given to the Massa- 
chusetts Gas & Electric Light Supply Co., 
Boston, for $40,355. 


PACIFIC COAST 


Annual stock taking finds Pacific Coast 
wholesalers with proportionately lower 
stocks than last year and therefore in 
better accounting shape, though a cer- 
tain amount of pyramiding orders oc- 
curred during the October boom and will 
be consequently reflected at inventory. 
Many big contracts will swell building 
volume during early 1940. 

California Central Valley project is now 
employing over 5,000 men. The Bonne- 
ville to Grand Coulee 235-mile, 220,000- 
volt tie-in will — its wire stringing in 
January. nneville is in the market for 
seven 10,000-kva. transformers, besides 69- 
and 115-kva. circuit breakers for its sub- 
stations. 

Orders of interest include two carloads 
of thin wall steel tubing for Friant 
Dam, $63,448 award covering eleven 600- 
amp., 34.5-kv. Kelman circuit breakers, 
$28,433 steel switching structure and 
$16,610 Sturtevant fans, all for Glendale, 
and $6,000 relays for Bay Bridge sodium 
lighting system. San Francisco will re- 
open its exposition on May 25, 1940, for 
four months. 


CHICAGO 


The dominant note in this area as the year 
ended is the feeling of optimism prevailing 
in most quarters over the outlook for 1940. 
Results of the holiday trade were ex- 
tremely satisfactory, m=ny lines exceeding 
the most optimistic expectations. Indus- 
trial activity fell off, but tae decline was 
less than seasonal, with indications that 
operations will be resumed at or near peak 
levels. Although new orders have fallen 
off somewhat, the demand for heavy ma- 
chinery continues at a comparatively high 
level. Based on present accumulation of 
orders, it is estimated that manufacturing 
will carry well into the new year. 

Employment in this district during No- 
vember increased 10 Bac cent over a year 
ago, while payrolls wed a gain of 15 
per cent. Building construction continues 
to expand and is nearly double the vol- 
ume of a year ago. 

Electrical permits reveal that 121 elec- 
tric ranges were installed during the past 
week, a substantial increase over the fig- 
ure a year ago. In one office building 133 
additional outlets and 142 lighting fixtures 
were installed. Another contract included 
three 310-kw. generators. Small motors 
and control equipment are especially active. 
Central station supplies are moving well 
above a year ago and interest in fluor- 
escent equipment continues to increase 
steadily. 


(19) 18 








Utility Stocks Turn Upward; Bonds Firm 
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Electric light and power stocks started the New Year strong, with higher prices pre- 
vailing. “Electrical World” stock index advanced from 31.5 the preceding week to 
32.3; last year, 29.7. The bond index remained unchanged at 106.1 





SEC Exempts Utility 
on Foreign Units 


Application by American & Foreign 
Power Co., Inc., a subsidiary of the 
Electric Bond & Share Co. with exten- 
sive utility holdings in Latin America, 
for exemption for itself and subsidiary 
companies from the Holding Company 
Act was granted in some respects in a 
recent decision by the SEC. 

The decision had the effect of grant- 
ing virtually blanket exemption to the 
foreign operation and subholding com- 
panies of American & Foreign Power, 
but denied such exemptions as would 
free the company itself from regulation 
under the act. The report of the com- 
mission reviewed the evidence presented 
at the hearings on the application made 
by American & Foreign Power Co., Inc., 
for exemption and concluded that such 
evidence showed that the operations of 
the company and its subsidiaries were 
essentially foreign in their nature and 
effect and that therefore, in accordance 
with the intention of the act, the com- 
pany and its subsidiaries should be 
exempted from most of its provisions. 

In commenting on the action taken 
by the commission, C. E. Calder, presi- 
dent of American & Foreign Power, said 
that the decision accorded with the new 
spirit of inter-Americanism now so evi- 
dent in economic and other spheres in 
the Western Hemisphere. 


Otter Tail Issue Granted 


Federal Power Commission has au- 
thorzied Otter Tail Power Co., Fergus 
Falls, Minn., to issue not in excess of 
12,955 shares of $4.50 dividend pre- 
ferred stock and to borrow not more 
than $700,000 from the First National 
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Bank & Trust Co. of Minneapolis. Con- 
summation of the transaction is sub- 
ject to a number of terms and condi- 
tions set forth by the commission. 


Utility Asks Permission 
to Issue New Securities 


Authority to issue $10,038,000 of 25- 
year 414 per cent mortgage bonds and 
$600,000 of 6-year serial notes is sought 
by the Northern Indiana Power Co. in 
a petition filed with the state Public 
Service Commission. 

If the petition is granted, according 
to L. B. Schiesz, president of the com- 
pany, it is proposed to sell the bonds 
and serial notes for the purpose of ob- 
taining funds sufficient for calling and 
redeeming the entire funded debt now 
outstanding. 

a 


California Edison Pays 
Year-End Dividend 


Directors of the Southern California 
Edison Co. ordered a special year-end 
dividend of 40 cents a share on the 
common stock, in addition to the regu- 
lar quarterly distribution of 3744 cents, 
both payable February 15. On Febru- 
ary 15, 1939, a special dividend of 25 
cents was paid. The company also an- 
nounced that a special dividend of 40 
cents was declared on the original pre- 
ferred stock, payable on April 15. 


Utility Assessments Up 


An increase of $239,220 in the 1939 
assessments of eight of the power and 
light companies operating in Arkansas 
has been announced by the Arkansas 
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Corporation Commission. Several of 
the larger utilities have not yet ac- 
cepted their assessments rendered ten- 
tatively by the commission and action 
on making them final has been deferred 
until hearings can be held. Among the 
larger increases which have been made 
final by the commission was that of the 
Arkansas Power & Light Co., amount- 
ing to $193,080 over 1938. 


SEC Blocks Stock 
Dividend Payment 


SEC refused to permit a declaration 
of General Public Utilities, Inc., to be- 
come effective because it could not find 
that the proposed no-par common stock 
issue covered by the declaration repre- 
sented “an urgent or even necessary 
corporate purpose.” It was the first 
ruling of its kind. 

The declaration covered the proposed 
issuance of a maximum amount of 
16,318 shares of the company’s no-par 
value common stock to be payable to 
present common-stock holders as an op- 
tional dividend, the shareholders hav- 
ing the choice of dividends in cash at 
the rate of $1.50 a share or an addi- 
tional no-par common stock at the rate 
of one-tenth of a share for each share 
of the stock now outstanding. 

SEC made it clear it was not passing 
upon the payment of cash dividends 
by Gentral Public Utilities, Inc., but 
only upon the proposal to issue a stock 
dividend. 

In two previous applications by the 
same company to issue no par value 
common stock the applications were 
granted because of corporate problems 
created by the undistributed profits tax 
which is no longer effective, the SEC 
said. 

Before the SEC decision was an- 
nounced, a dividend of $1 a share was 
declared on the common stock by the 
directors of the company. 








Utility Reports 
Net Income 
1939 1938 
*Arkansas Power & Light ....$1,291,823 $1,259,755 
*Carolina Power & ht.... 2,316,539 2,456,736 
*Dallas Power & i Critik ,604,864 1,603,177 
*Florida Power & Light..... 585,644 1,893,174 
*Houston Lighting & Power.. 2,804,659 2,963,338 
Mea POE os kik svi oss edad 1,519,961 1,772,645 
*Louisiana Power & Light.... 1,014,182 881,634 
*Montana Power and ke 3,176,984 2,606,364 
*National Power & Light 
BIE GUNG Fi ecb dicen ces ces 7,522,983 8,617,126 

*New Seotenes, PeaeeeNEorvien 1,966,740 1,398,252 
*Pennsylvania Power & Light 8,721,101 7,779,766 
*Texas Power & Light......... 2:292:724 1,992,016 
*Utah Power & and subs 1,479,924 1,307,713 
a Water Power 

NR CO has Wabi Oe cites 3,047,772 | 2,398,361 
*Twelve ‘enue ended November 30. 
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Ask Time Limit on Merger 


Finding that the public interest re- 
quires that a definite time limit be 
placed upon the authorization, the Fed- 
eral Power Commission has ordered 
that if the sale of all the facilities and 
property of the Erie Lighting Co. to 
the Pennsylvania Electric Co. is not 
consummated within 60 days, the com- 
mission’s order of May 5, 1936, grant- 
ing the authority for such sale shall 
be without further force and effect. 
The commission also orders that the 
inquiry instituted by its show-cause or- 
der of May 24, 1938, be terminated 
and dismissed. 


Co-Ops Must Pay Taxes 


Attorney-General John E. Martin in 
a ruling to the Wisconsin Tax Com- 
mission held that rural electric co- 
operative associations must pay the 3 
per cent gross income license fee en- 
acted by the 1939 Legislature during 
1939 instead of waiting until 1940. 
The fee is in lieu of all general prop- 
erty and income taxes. 


Fail to Adopt Pole Tax 


Public utility companies in British 
Columbia have won their fight in re- 
sisting an increase in Vancouver’s tax 
on their poles, lines and mains. The 
private bills committee had tentatively 
agreed to permit the city to raise the 
levy from 14% per cent to 2 per cent 
of the companies’ gross revenues. Addi- 
tional evidence, however, was submitted 
and the committee decided that no in- 
crease in the tax should be authorized 


at the present time. 


Farmers Sue Utility 


Suits aggregating $175,000 have 
been brought by twelve farmers before 
the Windham County Court, Vermont, 
against the Bellows Falls Hydro-Elec- 
tric Corp., in which it is alleged that 
damage to lands and crops resulted 
during the 1936 and 1938 floods by the 
neglect and operation of the defendant’s 
dam. Steps have been taken to consoli- 
date these suits in the first move of the 
procedure. 

= 


High in Power Use 


Average residential consumption of 
South Carolina Power Co. reached an 
all-time high of 1,389 kw.-hr. on Sep- 
tember 30, as against 1,177 kw.-hr. for 
the year ended September 30, 1937. 
The average rate has been reduced 
from 3.61 to 3.24 cents. 


Sales Opportunities 


Wisconsin Rapws, Wis.—Consolidated 
Water Power Co., Wisconsin Rapids, = 
extensions in and secondary 
in parts of ver and Graat Townships, 
Portage County, and in Grand Rapids 
Township, Wood Fig for expansion in 
rural electric system. Permission kas been 
granted. Work is scheduled to begin soon. 


Sr. Cram, Micu—Detroit Edison Co., 
Detroit, has approved plans for new power 
substation at St. Clair, and will place 
work under way at early date. 

New Orteans, La—Rheem Manufac- 
turing Co., Richmond, Calif., plans in- 
stallation of motors and controls, convey- 
ors, transformers and accessories, electric 
hoists and other equipment in new branch 
steel barrel and drum-manufacturing 
works on Jefferson Highway, New Orleans, 
with main unit, 150 x 300 feet, and several 
smaller buildings. Cost over $200,000. Work 
will be placed under way at once. Diboll, 
Kessels & Associates, Baronne Building, 
New Orleans, are architects. 


Gow1e, Iowa—Board of City ‘“rustees, 
H. A. Hubbell, secretary, receives bids 
until January 17 for equipment for mu- 
nicipal power plant, including diesel en- 
gine-generator unit and accessories, ex- 
citer and complete auxiliary a aero 
Stanley Engineering Company, scatine, 
Iowa, is consulting engineer. 


AssEvILLE, S. C.—City Council has plans 
maturing for new transmission line from 
municipal hydroelectric power station on 
Rocky River to Buzzard’s Roost hydroelec- 
tric power development of Greenwood 
County Finance Board, Greenwood, S. C., 
located on Saluda River, vicinity of Green- 
wood, for exchange of power between the 
two plants. Right of way for line is being 
secured and work will be carried out 
early in 1940. Cost about $40,000 end 
financing in that amount has been ar- 
ranged through Federal aid. C. P. Town- 
send is city engineer at Abbeville. 


CENTERVILLE, lowa—Iowa Southern Util- 
ities Co., Centerville, plans construction 
of transmission lines in parts of Decatur 
County, for extensions in rural electric 
system. Application has been made for 
— Work will be carried out early 
in 1940, 


LapysmitH, Wis.—Lake Superior Dis- 
trict Power Co., Ashland, Wis., plans ex- 
pansion and improvements in power plant 
at Ladysmith, including new electric gen- 
erating unit and complete accessory equip- 
ment, switchboard, instruments, etc. Com- 

y also plans extensions in transmission 
ines in Ladysmith area in conjunction with 
power station expansion. Work is sched- 
uled to be placed under way soon. 


Watta Watta, Wasn.—Continental Can 
Co., 100 East Forty-second Street, New 
York, N. Y., plans installation of trans- 
formers, switchgear and other power sub- 
station apparatus, motors and controls, 
—— regulators, electric hoists and 
other —— in new branch plant at 
Walla alla, where site is being selected. 
It will consist of several units, estimated 
to cost close to $500,000, with machinery. 
Proposed to begin work on project late 
next spring. 


Muscatine, lowaA—Board of Water and 
Light Trustees, Herman , secretary, 
receives bids until January 15 for coal- 
handling equipment (Section 10), feed- 
water heaters (Section 11) and power 
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ject will cost about $606,500. "Stanley 
Engincering Company, Muscatine, is con- 
sulting engineer. 


Denver, Coro.—Denver Housi Au- 
thority, Denver, plans call for bids late in 
February for electrical installation in new 
Lincoln Park Homes housing project, for 
which bids on general construction will 
be asked at same time. Development will 
ee a grou hie of 22 two and three-story 

with central power 
tate a is cone service. Cost estimated 
at $1,679,000. Temple H. Buell is architect; 
and Dudley T. Smith and Charles D. 
Strong, associate architects, all Denver. 


Waterviret, Micu.—City Council, Wa- 
tervliet, and Viilage Council, Coloma, in 
neighboring district, have engaged —e 
Lewis, Norris & May, Ann Arbor, Mich., 
consulting engineers, to make surveys and 
estimates of cost for a municipal electric 
power plant to serve both communities, as 
well as parts of Watervliet and Coloma 
Townships. Proposed to carry out project 
early in 1940. 


Kinston, N. C.—City Council plans 
expansion and improvements in municipal 
power plant, including installation of new 
equipment. A bond issue of $300,000 has 
been authorized for this and extensions 
and imprevements in waterworks station 
and systera. 


MansFIELD, On10—Ohio Public Service 
Co., Hanna Building, Cleveland, Ohio, plans 
extensions and improvements in primary 
and secondary lines at Mansfield for ex- 
pansion in present service; also new 23,000- 
volt transmission line to local plant of 
Ohio Brass Co., where service is furnished, 
and extensions in rural electric system in 
this district. Improvements will be made 
in power substation on Trimble Road, with 
installation of equipment for increased ca- 
pacity. Entire project will cost approxi- 
mately $125,000 and is scheduled to be 
carried out early in 1940. Similarly, com- 
pany is arranging for extensions and im- 
provements in Lake Park power plant at 
Alliance, Ohio, comprising modernization 
of turbine unit and installation of equip- 
ment, including coal and ash-handling ma- 
chinery in boiler plant. Extensions and 
improvements will be made in primary 
and secondary lines at Alliance and vicin- 
ity. Cost estimated close to $100,000. 


Coauinea, Catir.—Standard Oil Co. of 
California, Inc., 225 Bush Street, San Fran- 
cisco, Calif., plans installation of motors 
and controls, compressors, electric-operated 
pumping machinery and other equipment 
in new natural gasoline plant near Coal- 
inga, where site has been selected. Cost 
about $275,000. Work will be placed under 


way at once. 


Brooxtyn, N. Y.—Signal Co Lee 
ment District, Army Base, Fifty-eighth 
Street and First Avenue, cline: re- 
ceives bids until January 16 for quantity 
of power units, armatures for generators, 
a and accessory equipment (Circular 
214 


Cepar Rapips, lowa—Central States 
Electric Co., Cedar Rapids, plans exten- 
sions in Palo Alto, Hardin, Grundy and 
neighboring counties. Permission has been 
secured. 
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Disconnect 
The plug links are operated by a bake- 


lite insulated handle. Full load is broken 
under oil and the air break in series with 


E 





Added to Type “PD" linc of combination 
oil and air break disconnects is a four-way, 
single-pole, 5,000-volt, 500-amp. interconnect- 
ing device for subway aren 6 &W 
Electric Specialty Co., Inc., Chicago, Ill. 


the oil break is said to insure complete 
safety to the workman. A bakelite shield 
within the tank covers live parts. 


Air-Cooled Transformer 


15- and 25-kva. air-cooled power transformers 
with primary voltage of 575, 230/115 or 460/ 
230 and secondary bs eee of J\15. Acme 
Electric & Mfg. veland, Ohio. 


These ratings are an addition to the air- 
cooled transformer line for load distribu- 
tion recently announced (ELECTRICAL 
Wortp, October 21, 1939). They are also 
used for industrial application where oil- 
cooled transformers may effect fire risk. 


Switch Plate 


Switch plaque can be installed without chang- 
ing any wires. Decorative Switch Plate Corp., 
New York, N. Y. 


Instead of moving a toggle up and down, 
lights are turned on and off by simply 
moving the design on the plaque. The 
plates come in a number of designs and 
colors to harmonize with any decorative 
scheme. 

s 


Lighting Unit 


Fluorescent lighting unit using two 48-in. 

Mazda fluorescent Tempe: designed for gen- 
eral illumination of industrial and commercial 
weulion. RLM Standards Institute, Inc., Chi- 
cago, lil. 


With the conventional 10-ft. spacing and 
mounting heights, 20 ft.-candles of day- 
light quality illumination are said to be 


evenly and uniformly distributed. Salient 
points claimed are porcelain enamel re- 
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flecting surface, light output efficiency of 
78 per cent, a cut-off angle of 174% deg. 
and closed ends. Removable and renewable 
starting switches are located in the socket. 


Motor Shields 


Unimount end shields may be obtained in a 
number of standardized outside diameters, 
mounting machine fits and bolt circles; also 
unmachined available. U. S$. Electrical 
Motors, Inc., Los Angeles, Calif. 


These end shields have a flat surface to 
facilitate the mounting of pumps and 
other directly driven equipment and for 
mounting magnetic brakes. They may be 
assembled on either end of the motor and 
can be used to mount a footless motor to 
a machine frame if desired. 


Transfer Switch 


Contacts are copper to copper and they 
operate with a rolling and wiping action. 
Compression springs provide required con- 
tact pressure and permit quick opening. 
No neutral position is possible. Three- and 
four-pole switches are protected on all 
phases with relays. Available for standard 
voltages 110 to 120 or 208 to 240 volts, 
25, 50, or 60 cycles, 115 or 230 volts, d.c. 





Automatic transfer switch, spring gravity 
drop-out type, for automatically connecting 
a lighting or power load to an emergency 
source in case of failure in two-, three- or 
four-pole construction. Zenith Electric Co., 
Chicago, Ill. 





ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT BUYERS look 
first in “Electrical World” Electrical Buy- 
ers Reference for names, addresses and 
products of manufacturers. 
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Street Light Equipment 


A new safety device which may be used 
~ power companies on series street 

circuits disconnects the ecuiand-ent- 

aaa yon ee when an open circuit 

occurs on the line. Called a “Novalux” 

protector, it minimizes the dais from 





sitet Em 


Testing set for ‘'Novalux’' sodium-va 
lamps; operates from 110 volts, 60 cyc -, 
and normal service circuit turned on. Genera 
Electric Co., Schenectady, N. Y 


falling street lighting wires, as it is 
claimed to break the circuit within one- 
half second. 

Since a sodium lamp may not operate 
because of faulty relay or socket, a testing 
set has been devised to determine whether 
the sodium-vapor lamp is actually burned 
out. The set (illustrated) consists of a 
transformer and operating panel mounted 
on a housing. The panel contains the volt- 
meter ter: a lamp socket, transformer 
adjusting taps, line switch and a cathode 
preheating switch. Operation of lamp afte: 
proper cathode preheating period — 
that fault is in socket or relay. 


Cutout and Reclosers 


Semafor single and ae cutouts ex- 
tended to include a heavy duty series; in- 
terrupting a & run up to 7,000 r.m.s. 
amperes. Conrad, ‘Inc., Chi- 
cago, lil. 


Although the design has not been 
changed, these cutouts are larger, heavier 
and are fused with a new heavy-duty fuse 
link. This new line is offered in three 
types: HSO open cutout, HRSO-2 two- 
shot reclosers, and HRSO-3  three-shot 
reclosers, with ratings of 100 and 200 
amp. and 7,500 to 46,000 volts. Units are 
refusible in the field, without the aid of 
special tools. 


Lighting Units 


A new size for use with 300-500-watt lamps 
has been added to the GB luminous indirect 
lighting units with glass basins for use with 
incandescent medium bipost lamps. West- 
eahome, Electric & Mfg. Co., East Pitts- 
urgh, Pa. 


A special new feature of the units is a 
clevis pin with.two holes for the basin 

rod, allowing two positions of the basin 
with relation to husk. The basin may be 
lowered or — to suit installation condi- 
tions. The reflector basin is suspended 
from the hanger by three steel rods. Dis- 
connection of any one rod allows cleaning 
and relamping. 
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